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A Not one t h a t I know o f . 

Q A l l b o y s ? 

A A l l b o y s . 

(Witness e x c u s e d ) 

JOHN CAT 

produced as a w i t n e s s f o r and on b e h a l f o f t h e c l a i m a n t 

Joe T i g e r , e t a l . , t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIBECT EXAMINATION BY MR. PATTERSON: 

Q l h a t i s your name? 

A John Cat they c a l l me. 

Q Where do you l i v e ? 

A I l i v e about n i n e m i l e s west o f Muskogee. 

Q Are you a member o f any I n d i a n t r i b e ? 

A S i r ? 

Q Are you a member o f any I n d i a n t r i b e ? 

A You w i l l have t o t a l k l o u d . I c a n ' t h e a r , 

Q I s a y , do you b e l o n g t o any I n d i a n t r i b e , Creek Tr ibes 
A Y e s , s i r . 
Q How o l d a r e y o u ? 

A I b e l o n g to t h e Creek . I am par t Creek . 

THE COURT: How a r e you e n r o l l e d ? 

A Creek . 

THE COURT: Creek freedman? 

A Y e s , John M c S i l b r a . 
HUE COURT: How o l d a r e y o u ? 
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A I am n i n e t y - t w o . 

THE COURT: Been here l o n g t i m e ? 

A I s t a y e d one p l a c e s e v e n t y - t h r e e y e a r s , never have 

moved. 

Q How l o n g have you l i v e d where you now s t a y , Uncle 

John? How l o n g have you l i v e d a t your p r e s e n t home? 

A S e v e n t y - t h r e e y e a r s . 

Q Where were you l i v i n g — 

A S i r ? 

Q Do you remember t h e C i v i l War? 

A Yes , s i r . 

Q The war "between the North and South? 

A I s e r v e d year and a h a l f i n t h e C i v i l War. 

Q Where were you l i v i n g when the C i v i l War broke o u t ? 

A In the Choctaw N a t i o n . 

Q C l o s e to what p l a c e ? 

A C l o s e to , ' B a r n e t t n e i g h b o r h o o d . 

Q How f a r i s that f rom t h e Canadian R i v e r , the South 

Canadian? 

A i th ink i t must have been about f i v e or s i x m i l e s wes t . 

Q Which way d i d your p e o p l e g o , n o r t h or s outh? 

A North . North . 

Q Did you ever g e t a c q u a i n t e d w i t h a woman by the name 

o f T h l e s o t h l e ? 

A Y e s , s i r , 

$ Where d i d you f i r s t see h e r ? 

A There on the Canadian, Tuckabachie on the Canadian 

R i v e r . 
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Q C l o s e t o t h e S c i p i o P a r n e t t p l a c e ? 

A Y e s , s i r , T h l e s o t h l e used to v i s i t t h e r e . 

Q Did s h e have any ifc c h i l d r e n a t t h a t t i m e ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q D i d you know t h e i r names? 

A Y e s , s i r , Cumseh, J a c k s o n , P e t i l l e , Chofumna. 

Q What i s t h e meaning o f Chofumna? 

A N e e d l e s . 

Q Where d i d you n e x t s e e t h a t f a m i l y ? Did t h e y e v e r 

l e a v e t h a t community? 

A W e l l a l l come t o F o r t G i b s o n . 

Q Did you e v e r know a man by t h e name o f L e e c h e r ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Where d i d he l i v e , c l o s e to Muskogee? 

A He used to l i v e down i n t h e b o t t o m s a f t e r p e a c e 

d e c l a r e d . 

Q What was h i s b u s i n e s s ? 

A He run the f l a t b o a t . 

% J e r r y ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q What d id t h e y e a l l t h a t f e r r y ? 

A L e e c h e r ' s f e r r y . 

Q Do you know any o f t h e men who worked on t h a t f e r r y ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Do you know t h e i r names? 

A Cumseh, J a c k s o n , P e t i l l e , N e e d l e s . 

Q What became o f Tecumseh, i f you know? 



1331 
28 

A Way Tecumseh g o t drowned f e r r y r i g h t t h e r e . 

Q Were y o u t h e r e ? 

A No, s i r , t h e y s a i d he was drowned. I n e v e r d i d s e e 

him do i t . 

Q What became o f L e e c h e r ? 

L e e c h e r d i e d . 

Q Where was he l i v i n g when he d i e d ? 

A In t h e b o t t o m . 

Q N o r t h or s o u t h o f t h e r i v e r ? 

A On t h i s s i d e . 

THE COURT: That i s t h e s o u t h s i d e . 

Q Whet became o f T h l e s o t h l e ? 

A A f t e r s h e l e f t L e e c h e r s s h e w e n t o u t t o p l a c e they 

c a l l B r i s t o w . 

Q Do you know whether s h e i s l i v i n g or d e a d ? 

A She i s d e a d . 

Q How do y o u know i t ? 

A I know i t , I never d i d s e e her any more , I used t o 

have a b r o t h e r c l o s e s a i d she was d e a d , Jack T o b i e , f i g h t i n g 

J a c k . 

Q Do y o u speak t h e Creek l a n g u a g e ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q What k i n d o f a man was L e e c h e r ? 

A He was f u l l b l o o d I n d i a n . 

Q What s o r t o f a woman was T h l e s o t h l e , was she an 

I n d i a n ? 
A She was an I n d i a n f u l l b l o o d . 
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Q Did y o u know whether P e t i l l e was ever m a r r i e d ? 

A Y e s , s i r , P e t i l l e m a r r i e d a c o l o r e d woman. 

Q ^ h a t was her name? 

A N e l l i e f i f e . 

Q Did t h e y have any c h i l d r e n ? 

A Y e s , s i r , 

Q What was the name o f t h e o l d e s t ? 

A One was J o e . 

Qi Joe w h a t ? 

A Joe T i g e r . 

Q What was t h e o t h e r o n e ? 

A T h i s was a g i r l , i f I make no m i s t a k e . She I s l i v i n g . 

Q Do y o u know her name? 

A N o , s i r , I k i n d o f f o r g o t her name. 

Q What was t h e o t h e r c h i l d ' s name? 

A D i c k T i g e r . He i s d e a d . 

ft J o h n , a t t h e time y o u knew T h l e s o t h l e i n t h e Choctaw 

N a t i o n was any o f her s o n s grown a t t h a t t i m e ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Which o n e s were grown men? 

A J a c k s o n , Cumseh. 

Q What a b o u t P e t i l l e ? 

A W e l l P e t i l l e was grown. We had been b o y s t o g e t h e r . 

§ Which w o u l d be the o l d e r i f y o u know, y o u o r Jackson 

B a r n e t t ? 
A I t h i n k I am t h e o l d e s t . I know I am. 

Q Did you g o i n t o the army the f i r s t year o f the w a r ? 
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A No, s i r . P e a c e was mighty near d e c l a r e d . I went i n 

y e a r and a h a l f . 

Q Who was your c a p t a i n ? 

A C a p t a i n Lowe. 

^ I n d i a n o r w h i t e man? 

A White man. 

Q Who was your commanding g e n e r a l ? 

A C o l o n e l W i l l i a m s . 

Q U n c l e John, d i d you know where P e t i l l e l i v e d when 

he d i e d ? 

A A c r o s s t h e r i v e r . 

Q How f a r f r o m L e e c h e r ' s f e r r y ? 

A I t must have been about two m i l e , a p l a c e t h e y c a l l 

t h e b i g s p r i n g . 

Q Did you know any o f t h e p e o p l e who l i v e d i n t h a t 

bend o f t h e r i v e r ? 

A A man by the name o f W i l e y S o o k e y . 

Q Who e l s e ? 

A Jacob I f o o r e , G a b r i e l J a m i s o n . 

Q I s t h e r e a s c h o o l i n t h a t c o u n t r y ? 

A l e s , s i r . 

Gi What i s t h a t s c h o o l , do you know? 

A W e l l I d o n ' t know. I never d i d i n q u i r e . 

Q Was t h e r e an o l d I n d i a n m i s s i o n ? 

A Y e s , s i r , o l d T u l l a h a s s e e M i s s i o n . 

Q What k i n d o f a b u i l d i n g was t h e f i r s t b u i l d i n g ? 

A I t was an o l d l o g c a b i n . 
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Q At t h e M i s s i o n ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q What was the n e x t b u i l d i n g ? 

A They t u r n e d i t i n t o frame h o u s e , then b r i c k h o u s e . 

Q Was t h e r e a b r i c k house t h e r e ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q The o l d M i s s i o n ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Did y o u know a p l a c e c a l l e d t h e F o u n t a i n Church t h e r e ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

k How f a r was t h a t f r o m L e e c h e r ' s f e r r y ? 

A Why i t must have been a b o u t t h r e e m i l e o r two m i l e , 

I c a n ' t t e l l you w h i c h . 

Q Did you e v e r know a w h i t e man i n t h e r e by the name 

o f B e r r ? 

A Y e s , s i r , he had a s a w m i l l . 

Q, What was h i s w i f e , w h i t e , I n d i a n or n e g r o ? 

A I c a n ' t s a y . Must ha7e been a w h i t e woman. I t has 

been s o l o n g I c a n ' t remember. 

<i What was B a r r ' s b u s i n e s s ? 

A Saw oak l o g s , making p l a n k s . 

Q Making l u m b e r ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Now, Unc l e John, I b e l i e v e you say L e e c h e r ' s house 

was o n t h e s o u t h s i d e o f t h e r i v e r ? 

A Y e s , s i r , he n e v e r d i d l i v e o n t h e o t h e r s i d e . 

Q Where was W i l e y S o o k e y ' s p l a c e ? 
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CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. PINSON: 

Q You l i v e d i n t h a t community i n t h e r e f o r how l o n g , 

John? 

A S i r ? 

Q Down t h e r e i n t h e b o t t o m ? 

A L e e c h e r ? 

Q Y e s . 

A Many y e a r s . 

Qi How l o n g d i d y o u l i v e t h e r e ? 

A I d i d n ' t l i v e t h e r e a t a l l . I l i v e p l a c e they c a l l 

B l a c k j a c k . A f t e r p e a c e d e c l a r e d I move t h e r e and I b e e n 

t h e r e s e v e n t y - t h r e e y e a r s . 

A He l i v e d a c r o s s t h e r i v e r . 

Q About how many m i l e s f rom t h e f e r r y ? 

A Must have been a b o u t t w o m i l e o r t h r e e m i l e , c l o s e 

to t h e V e r d i g r i s . 

Q Who was t h e c l o s e s t man t h a t l i v e d t o W i l e y S o o k e y ? 

A J a c o b Murry. 

Q Did you e v e r know an I n d i a n by t h e name o f George 

M a r s h a l l t h a t l i v e d i n t h e r e ? 

A Y e s , s i r , Ben M a r s h a l l ' s f a t h e r . 

Q Did George M a r s h a l l move out o f t h a t n e i g h b o r h o o d ? 

A Y e s , s i r , he moved t o Coweta . 

Q Who e l s e l i v e d i n t h e r e t h a t you c a n t h i n g o f ? 

A W e l l i t been s o l o n g I am n o t a b l e t o t e l l you t h a t . 

MR. PATTERSON; You may t a k e t h e w i t n e s s . 
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Q So you d i d n ' t a c t u a l l y l i v e i n t h i s Leecher ne ighborhood 

A No, s i r , I used to ramble and go t h e r e . 

Q You used that f e r r y to go a c r o s s ? 

A Y e s , s i r , 

Q Let me ask you whether you know a l i t t l e more about 

t h e s e c h i l d r e n o f T h l e s o t h l e . Do you happen t o know who 

Cumseh's f a t h e r was? 

A Old Andrew S u l l i v a n . 

Q Do you happen to know who J a c k s o n ' s f a t h e r was? 

A Andrew S u l l i v a n . 

Q Do you know who the f a t h e r o f P e t i l l e was? 

A- P e t i l l e . Let me c a l l over the names. Jackson, 

Cumseh, P e t i l l e , Chofumna. There was o n e woman c h i l d . There 

was one mamma. 

Q, How many f a t h e r s ? 

A Do which? 

Q T e l l me who P e t i l l e ' s f a t h e r was. 

A Why P e t i l l e f s f a t h e r was o l d Ind ian some r e l a t i o n 

to Jack f s j a j Tebohee . 

Q Hose? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q You mentioned one c h i l d named Need le . 

A Cumseh was Andrew S u l l i v a n . Jackson was Andrew 

S u l l i v a n . And P e t i l l e and Chufunwa they was d i f f e r e n t 

daddy, some r e l a t i o n t o o l d Jack Tebohee and they were 

Tarskegee . 

Q You mentioned some Ind ian name that meant n e e d l e , 
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A Chufunwa. 

Q Did he have any o t h e r name b e s i d e s Chufunwa or N e e d l e ? 

A He might have . I n d i a n s have d i f f e r e n t name e v e r y t ime 

t h e y g o t o t h e s e busies. 

Q That i s a common p r a c t i c e among t h e I n d i a n s ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q The o n l y names you knew were Needle and Chufunwa? 

A Y e s , s i r , P e t i l l e . 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY m. GIBSON: 

Q How o l d do you say you a r e ? 

A I am n i n e t y - t w o . I went i n t h e C i v i l War I was 

t w e n t y - o n e and a f t e r p e a c e d e c l a r e d I moved r i g h t where I am 

l i v i n g t h i s March gone s e v e n t y - t h r e e y e a r s . That i s my home. 

Q How o l d were you when you f i r s t g o t a c q u a i n t e d w i t h 

T h l e s o t h l e ? 

A I was a b o y . 

Q Where w e r e you t h e f i r s t t ime you e v e r saw T h l e s o t h l e ? 

A Uty mammy was h a l f I n d i a n and she used to v i s i t my 

mammy a l l t h e t i m e . 

Q Where? 

A Over a c r o s s t h e Canad ian . 

Q Were you a s l a v e ? 

A * had a g u a r d i a n . Now l i s t e n . W master was my 

kinsman but t h e y d i d n ' t work u s . My master was some r e l a t i o n 

t o my mammy and he a p p o i n t e d g u a r d i a n . 
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Q Was y o u r mother a s l a v e ? 

A Y e a , s i r . 

Q Who owned y o u r mother? 

A We "belongs t o t h e M c G i l b t a s . 

Q And you b e l o n g e d to t h e M c G i l b r a s t o o ? 

A Y e s . 

Q That i s t h e way y o u g o t o n the Creek f reedman r o l l 

b e c a u s e y o u b e l o n g e d to iifc&ilbra? 

A Y e s , s i r , I c G i l b r a . 

Q You u s u a l l y g o by t h e name John Cat and somet imes 

John R o b e r t ? 

A Y e s , s i r , John R o b e r t t h e y e n r o l l . 

Q You n e v e r d i d know o f T h l e s o t h l e l i v i n g w i t h any 

man, d i d y o u ? 

A N o , s i r . 

^ She j u s t p i c k e d up men as t h e y came a l o n g ? 

A Yes , s i r . 

Q Never was m a r r i e d ? 

A W e l l I d o n ' t know. She might have b e e n m a r r i e d . 

Q But y o u n e v e r h e a r d o f h e r b e i n g m a r r i e d ? 

A The woman w o u l d n ' t s t a y o n e p l a c e . She s t a y e d i n 

Choctaw N a t i o n a r o u n d o l d man S c i p i o B a r n e t t . 

Q T h i s man S u l l i v a n was a s l a v e , a c o l o r e d man, was 

he n o t ? 

A W e l l I c o u l d n ' t t e l l y o u . 

Q H i s name was Andrew S u l l i v a n ? 

A Y e s , s i r , b u t he went e v e r y w h e r e . He d i d n ' t done 

no w o r k . 



Q He was h a l f c o l o r e d ? 

A His o l d mammy was what they c a l l b l u e m u l a t t o . 

Q And he l i v e d near Muskogee and d i e d down i n t h e 

p o i n t o f t h e r i v e r ? 

A I k i n d o f t h i n k s o , 

Q You knew he j u s t d i e d a few y e a r s a g o ? 

A Y e s , but he was l i v i n g w i t h 2 » ± P a t s y Maharty. 

Q He went b l i n d ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Did he have a d a u g h t e r ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Rebecca t h a t marr i ed S i l a s Smith a t Okmulgee? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q, And she was Josh Cud j o ' s mother? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q S i l a s Smith was a w h i t e man? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q You d o n ' t mean t o t e l l me j o s h Cudgo and E l l i s 

Gentry a r e b r o t h e r s ? 

A B e c k y ' s c h i l d r e n . 

Q What was E l l i s G e n t r y ' s m o t h e r ' s name? 

A B e t t y . 

Q What was E l l i s ' f i k i i f a t h e r ' s name? 

A Cherokee man. 

Q E l i Gentry? 

A E l l i s Gentry . 

Q D o n ' t you know E l l i s ' mother was named Lucy and 
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w a s n ' t named Peggy a t a l l , l i v e d over where t h e B a l t i m o r e 

H o t e l i s ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q And s h e had two c h i l d r e n one c a l l e d E l l i s and one 

c a l l e d S i s s y ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q G e t t i n g back t o P a t i l l e ' s f a m i l y . Did he go by t h e 

name P e t i l l e o r P a t i l d a ? 

A P a t i l d a we used t o c a l l him. 

Q Do you remember t h e y used to c a l l h i s mother Temochee? 

A Might have b e e n . 

Q Did y o u know anybody i n h i s f a m i l y named Temochee? 

A -*-t must have b e e n , 

Q You knew P e t i l l e ' s b r o t h e r C h o k o t e ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q And you knew h i s b r o t h e r S a r f u l l y ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q I s S a r f u l l y and Chofunwa and Need le a l l the same 

p e r s o n ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Then Chofunwa that J o e s a i d he v i s i t e d a t Br i s t ow 

was t h e same as N e e d l e ? 

A Old man nephew. 

Q S a r f u l l y and Need les a r e the same man? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q And you knew C h o k o t e , N e e d l e ' s b r o t h e r ? 

A I d o n ' t know him. 

Q C h o k o t e t h a t l i v e d a c r o s s t h e r i v e r . 
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A They c a l l e d him P e t i l l e . 

<t I mean t h e o n e c a l l e d Checotah o r C h o k o t e . 

A I d o n ' t know, 

Q Joe s a i d he had an u n c l e l i v i n g a c r o s s t h e r i v e r named 

C h o k o t e . 

A I t might have "been. 

Q You d o n ' t know a n y t h i n g a b o u t — Do y o u know one o f 

T h l e s o t h l e ' s c h i l d r e n who went by t h e name H a r y a r y e c h e ? 

A I d i d n ' t know whether s h e had any g i r l c h i l d r e n . 

Q T h i s i s a man H a r y a r y e c h e or Jim Lowe. 

A They grew up t o b e c h i l d r e n and t h e y nickname them. 

Q Did you know H a r y a r y e c h e ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Did H a r y a r y e c h e have any c h i l d r e n ? 

A J o e . 

Q Joe T i g e r was H a r y a r y e c h e ' s c h i l d was h e ? You a r e 

g e t t i n g a l i t t l e mixed . 

A Which? 

Q T o o many f a t h e r s . 

A I d o n ' t know b u t j u s t t h e f o u r c h i l d r e n . 

Q Did y o u know J o e , d i d you know T h l e s o t h l e ' s s o n J o e ? 

A I d o n ' t know whether he had any s o n s , J o e . 

^ Did you know her s o n H a r y a r y e c h e ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Do you know whether he i s l i v i n g o r dead? 

A One o f them d i e d a t B r i s t o w . 

Q That was S a r f u l l y . 
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A They nickname h im, they go t o t h e s e "big d o i n g s . I 

never d i d go much. 

Q Did y o u e v e r h e a r any member o f T h l e s o t h l e ' s f a m i l y 

c a l l e d T imochee o r T i m o h e c h e e , d i d y o u ever hear T h l e s o t h l e 

c a l l e d t h a t ? Do y o u remember t h a t ? 

A Now I am j u s t o n l y a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e f o u r b o y s . 

Q That i s a l l y o u g o t r e a d y t o t e l l a b o u t , i s i t ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q You d i d know Tec urns eh w e l l ? 

A I know Tec urns e h , 

Q Did he have any o t h e r name? 

A No, s i r , j u s t Tec urnseh, 

Q He g o t h i s a l l o t m e n t Tecumseh Andrew? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q And he f e l l o f f the f e r r y b o a t and g o t drowned? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q You knew J a c k s o n ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q And you t h i n k y o u knew t h i s f e l l o w R a r y a r y e c h e . How 

many c h i l d r e n d i d T h l e s o t h l e h a v e ? 

A l o u r . l o u r b o y s . your b o y s to my knowing . I f 

s h e had any more I d o n ' t know. 

$ Did s h e have any d a u g h t e r s ? 

A I d o n ' t know. 

Q G i v e me t h e names o f t h e f o u r , j u s t one a t a t i m e . 

A Cumseh, J a c k s o n , P e t i l l e , Chefunwa. 

0. That i s t h e same as N e e d l e s ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 
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Q And s h e n e v e r had any o t h e r s ? 

A I d o n ' t know. She never s t a y e d one p l a c e . 

Q You d o n ' t know where s h e d i e d ? 

A She d i e d a t B r i s t o w . 

Q That i s what you h e a r d ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q You w e r e n ' t t h e r e ? 

A I know she d i e d . 

Q How do you know? 

A I l i v e r i g h t c l o s e , I went t o s e e my b r o t h e r ; he 

s a i d t h e o l d l a d y d i e d and they b u r i e d h e r . Prank Gooden 

p r e a c h e d t h e f u n e r a l . Frank Gooden was a M e t h o d i s t p r e a c h e r . 

Q About what year was t h a t ? 

A I c a n ' t t e l l t h a t . I d o n ' t know. I c a n ' t r e a d . 

Q You t o o k her down s o u t h o n an 02 wagon r i g h t a f t e r 

t h e C i v i l War? 

A No, s i r . No, s i r . 

Q When d i d s h e d i e , b e f o r e o r a f t e r t h e war? 

A No, s i r , I d i d n ' t t a k e her anywhere i n t h a t wagon. 

Q T h l e s o t h l e d i e d a b o u t 1860 b e f o r e t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 

t h e C i v i l War, d i d n ' t s h e ? 

A B e f o r e t h e C i v i l War? 

Q Y e s . 

A No, s i r . I t h i n k she must have d i e d a f t e r . 

Q You n e v e r saw her a f t e r t h e C i v i l War, d id y o u ? 

A No, s i r . 

Q And you d o n ' t know o f your own knowledge what year 
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she d i e d ? 

A No, s i r . 

Q You d i d t a k e a hunch o f I n d i a n s on an 02 t r a i n ? 

A S e m i n o l e s . 

Q They w e r e a l l S e m i n o l e s ? 

A Yes , s i r . 

GROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. LYTLE: 

Q Where d i d t h i s woman T h l e s o t h l e l i v e when you saw 

her down a t S c i p i o B a r n e t t ' s ? 

A She had town t h e y c a l l Tuckabatehee . Wel l she wouldn 1 

s t a y o v e r t h e r e . She s t a y e d amongst t h e n i g g e r s backwards 

and f o r w a r d s . 

Q Did you ever know where s h e l i v e d i n your l i f e ? 

A She never s t a y o n e p l a c e l o n g enough. 

Q Did you ever know where she l i v e d ? 

A Over on South Canadian R i v e r . 

Q Were you ever t h e r e ? 

A No, s i r , I never have been t o her h o u s e . 

Q And you have never s e e n her s i n c e b e f o r e the war? 

A Y e s , s i r , I was a c q u a i n t e d w i t h her b e f o r e t h e war . 

Q But y o u have never s e e n her s i n c e ? 

A Oh I s e e n him a f t e r w a r d s , a f t e r s h e come down and 

s t a y e d o l d man L e e c h e r . L e e c h e r was her b r o t h e r . 

q L e e c h e r was a b r o t h e r o f S* T h l e s o t h l e ? 

A Y e s , s i r , and a f t e r t h a t I n d i a n s s c a t t e r and s h e 

moved up t h e r e t o B r i s t o w . I had a b r o t h e r i n t h e r e r i g h t 
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c l o s e t h e r e . And s h e d i e d . 

Q T h l e s o t h l e t h e n l i v e d w i t h h e r b r o t h e r L e e c h e r ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Up h e r e i n t h e b o t t o m s ? 

A Y e s , s i r , i n t h e b o t t o m s . But s h e moved f rom t h e r e 

and went up t o Br i s t o w . We used t o c a l l i t Choska . 

Q Who d i e d f i r s t L e e c h e r o r T h l e s o t h l e ? 

A W e l l i t must have b e e n L e e c h e r . Been s o l o n g I 

c a n ' t t e l l . But t h e y b o t h d i e d . 

Q T h i s man N e e d l e s was somet imes c a l l e d T h l o b o t t e r ? 

A Might have b e e n . 

Q W e l l was h e ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Then t h e b r o t h e r s y o u knew w e r e T h l o b o t t e r , Cumseh, 

J a c k s o n and P e t i l l e ? 

A J u s t t h e f o u r . 

Q Where d i d P e t i l l e o r P a t i l d a d i e ? 

A He d i e d a c r o s s t h e r i v e r and Chofunsia d i e d B r i s t o w 

and they a r e bo th b u r i e d t h e r e . I f you a l l d o n ' t b e l i e v e 

i t I c a n show y o u . I t i s a l l a l i e I c a r r i e d woman. I 

never d i d c a r r y t h a t woman. 

Q Who d i d you c a r r y down t o S e m i n o l e ? • 

A No, s i r . No, s i r . 

Q Did you c a r r y a n y b o d y ? 

A No, s i r , I n e v e r g o . 

Mi, PATTERSON: We o b j e c t t o t h e f o r m o f t h e c r o s s 

e x a m i n a t i o n , a r g u m e n t a t i v e . 
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A S h e moved to B r i s t o l and i s b u r i e d t h e r e . Man b y 

t h e name Frank Gooden p r e a c h e d t h e f u n e r a l . My b r o t h e r t o l d 

me. b u t I c a n c a r r y y o u a l l t o t h e g r a v e y a r d . 

Q D i d you e v e r know where T h l e s o t h l e 

A S i r ? 

Q T h l e s o t h l e l i v e d i n your l i f e ? 

A Why s h e was T u c k a b a t c h e e and l i v e d on Canad ian . 

Q I s t h a t t h e o n l y p l a c e you e v e r knew o f her l i v i n g ? 

A I n e v e r d i d v i s i t h e r , b u t s h e w o u l d come t o my 

m o t h e r ' s house and g o backwards and f o r w a r d s o l d S c i p i o 

B a r n e t t . Cumseh and J a c k s o n o l d S c i p i o B a r n e t t r a i s e d t h o s e 

c h i l d r e n . 

Q J a c k s o n was a b o u t your a g e ? 

A I t h i n k I am o l d e r . 

Q You a r e a b o u t t h e same a g e ? 

A I c o u l d n ' t t e l l . 

Q When you f i r s t saw T h l e s o t h l e how o l d a woman was s h e ? 

A Good s i z e b o y s . 

Q You and J a c k s o n you mean? 

A S i r ? 

Q Xou and J a c k s o n y o u mean? 

A Do w h i c h ? 

Q You and J a c k s o n w e r e g o o d s i z e b o y a ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q How o l d was J a c k s o n when you w e n t to the w a r ? 

A Must have b e e n a b o u t t w e n t y - o n e . 

Q How o l d was T h l e s o t h l e when you w e n t to t h e w a r ? 

A I d i d n ' t k e e p no c o u n t f o r h e r . 

53 
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Q Did you ever hear i n your l i f e o f T h l e s o t h l e b e i n g 

m a r r i e d t o anyone? 

A No, s i r . 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. ANGLIN: 

Q What k i n d o f a f e l l o w was t h i s Jackson Bar net t ? 

A B lue m u l l a t t o . I b e l i e v e I saw t h e p i c t u r e h e r e t o d a y 

Q Did he have g o o d s e n s e ? 

A No, s i r , he d i d n ' t have good s e n s e . 

Q C a l l e d him c r a z y Jack? 

A He w o u l d n ' t s t a y one p l a c e . Old S c i p i o B a r n e t t r a i s e d 

him. He a i n ' t g o i n g s t a y w i t h s t i n k i n g n i g g e r s and come b a c k 

l o n g t i m e . He went s o u t h and the o t h e r two boys went s o l d i e r 

and j o i n e d the I n d i a n Company " I " 

Q Did Jackson go i n t o the war? 

A No, s i r , I d o n ' t t h i n k he d i d . I Jo ined the c o l o r e d . 

Q You went nor th? 

A Y e s , s i r , went on through S p r i n g f i e l d , M i s s o u r i , and 

I come back peace d e c l a r e d . 

Q Do you draw a p e n s i o n now? 

A I l o s t my p e n s i o n . 

Q What d i d you l o s e i t f o r ? 

A S i r ? 

Q How d i d y o u l o s e i t ? 

A Got s e n t up. 

Q, Does the government pay you? 

A No, t h e government w o n ' t pay me. I f o o l w i t h t h i s 

l awyer and that t a n g l e d me up. I g o t d u p l i c a t e and g i v e i t 
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t o c o l o r e d lawyer and he run o f f w i t h i t . 

Q You s e r v e d i n t h e army a y e a r and a h a l f ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q And you d o n ' t g e t a p e n s i o n ? 

A I am o l d s o l d i e r . 

Q Does the government pay y o u ? 

A The government was t o pay me but w o n ' t pay me. H a v e n ' t 

any paper t o show. 

Q Jackson l i v e d o v e r t h e r e w i t h S i a h B a r n e t t t o o , 

d i d n ' t he? 

A I know Siah B a r n e t t and Jim B a r n e t t . 

Q D i d n ' t Jackson l i v e o v e r t h e r e ? 

A He s t a y here w i t h L e e c h e r . 

Q They moved down to Bryant a f t e r peach was d e c l a r e d . 

You knew Jim when he r a n a s t o r e ? 

A S c i p i o B a r n e t t . 

Q You knew Jim B a r n e t t ? 

A Jim B a r n e t t . 

Q And S i a h B a r n e t t ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q And Jackson B a r n e t t l i v e d w i t h them a f t e r the w a r ? 

A They s t a y e d t h e r e and then come down o l d man L e e c h e r . 

Q Did he l i v e w i t h S i a h B a r n e t t and Jim b e f o r e he l i v e d 

w i t h L e e c h e r or a f t e r ? 

A A f t e r . 

Q Which was a f t e r ? 

A A f t e r peace d e c l a r e d he come t h e r e Siah B a r n e t t ' s . 



Q S t a y e d a t Slab . B a r n e t t ' s a l o n g t i m e ? 

A S i a h B a r n e t t — 

Q Then be went t o L e e c h e r ' s ? 

A S iah B a r n e t t was h i s u n c l e . 

Q But he s t a y e d a t S i a h B a r n e t t ' s a f t e r t h e war? 

A He s t a y e d a l l a b o u t . 

Q I was t r y i n g t o f o l l o w y o u , but you jump. A f t e r the 

war he s t a y e d a t S i a h B a r n e t t ' s ? 

A P a r t o f t h e t ime and went t o L e e c h e r , a n d s t a y o v e r 

W i l e y Sooky a w h i l e . 

Q Then he went back to S iah B a r n e t t ? 

A He must have b e e n . A f t e r t h a t he come b a c k t o L e e c h e r 

and b o u g h t a house f rom Dr . R i c h . 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY Ml. HARROD: 

Q How l o n g have you known S iah and Jim? 

A S iah B a r n e t t was J a c k s o n ' s u n c l e . 

Q How do you know t h a t ? 

A Wel l I know S i a h and Annie was s i s t e r t o Andrew 

S u l l i v a n , I know what I am t a l k i n g a b o u t . 

Q Why would he go o v e r to S o o k e y ' s , was Sookey 

r e l a t e d to him? 

A You know I n d i a n s v i s i t a l l t h e t i m e . 

Q Do you know w h e t h e r S o o k e y ' s w i f e was s i s t e r to 

Jackson o r n o t ? 

A No, s i r . 

Q Do you know whether Jackson had any s i s t e r s ? 
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A The o n l y s i s t e r was B e t s y . 

Q How come you to t h i n k B e t s y was h i s s i s t e r ? 

A I know i t . Old man Andrew t o l d me. 

Q Andrew S u l l i v a n ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Andrew i s the one t o l d y o u he was the f a t h e r o f 

J a c k s o n ? 

A Old man Andrew — mula t t o c o u l d n ' t own n o t h i n g . They 

whip the dea th out o f them and c u t t h e i r e a r s o f f . 

Q There were f o u r c h i l d r e n y o u know? 

A Four b o y s . 

Q There c o u l d be more than t h a t ? 

A There might b e . A f t e r t h e I n d i a n s s c a t t e r o u t I 

s t a y a t one p l a c e and work. 

Q How o l d was J a c k s o n ? You say you were boys t o g e t h e r . 

How o l d were you when you f i r s t met Jackson? 

A W e l l g o o d s i z e b o y . We used t o g o i n the r i v e r and 

swim t o g e t h e r . Y e s , s i r . 

Q Have you e v e r heard o f any g i r l o t h e r than B e t s y ? 

A Not t o my k n o w l e d g e . 

Q Was Jackson a f u l l b l o o d I n d i a n ? 

A M u l a t t o . 

Q. ifias t h i s man S u l l i v a n a f u l l b l o o d I n d i a n ? 

A No, s i r . 

Q What was he? 

A He was h a l f n i g g e r . 

Q Was S i a h B a r n e t t a f u l l b l o o d I n d i a n ? 

A No, s i r . 



Q What was he? 

A S i a h B a r n e t t was o l d c o l o r e d woman they c a l l Hannah. 

Dave B a r n e t t g o t t h i s o l d l a d y and name o f Hannah down and 

he g o t J im and he g o t S i a h B a r n e t t . 

Q How many t i m e s d i d y o u t h i n k he g o t her down? 

A J u s t had o n l y two c h i l d r e n , J im and S i a h . They was 

no f u l l b l o o d . They was h a l f n i g g e r . 

Q, And J a c k s o n t o l d y o u he w o u l d n ' t l i v e w i t h t h e s t i n k i n g 

n i g g e r s any l o n g e r and l e f t t h a t c o u n t r y ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q He w o u l d n ' t s t a y w i t h t h e n e g r o e s ? 

A He s t a y e d on t h i s s i d e . 

Q Who was S o o k e y ? 

A W i l e y Sookeyt? 

Q Y e s . 

A % w a s h a l f n i g g e r . He was b l u e m u l a t t o . He was no 

f u l l b l o o d . 

Q Who d i d J a c k s o n s t a y w i t h a f t e r he l e f t L e e c h e r ' s 

f e r r y ? 

A He must have w e n t b a c k to J im B a r n e t t . 

Q You d o n ' t know? 

A He must have s t a y e d t h e r e and he come down i n t h e 

b o t t o m and begun to l i v e and t h e w h i t e woman run o f f w i t h him. 

Q You w e r e n o t a t the f u n e r a l o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p e r s o n 

y o u c l a i m t h a t M e t h o d i s t p r e a c h e r p r e a c h e d t h e f u n e r a l ? 

A No, my b r o t h e r was l i v i n g n o t q u i t e 100 y a r d s . I 

went t h e r e and s e e n t h e g r a v e and I c a r r y y o u r i g h t t h e r e 

and show you where s h e was b u r i e d . 
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CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. ANGLIN: 

Q Tom B a r n e t t was t h e f a t h e r o f S iah and Jim? 

A Who? 

Q Tom B a r n e t t . W a s n ' t he t h e f a t h e r o f S i a h and Jim? 

A Yes , s i r . 

% Tom had two w i v e s , an I n d i a n w i f e and a c o l o r e d w i f e ? 

A I d o n ' t know. I know S iah B a r n e t t ' s mother Hannah 

was a c o l o r e d woman. Old Tom B a r n e t t . Dave g a v e him t o 

h i s "brother to c o o k and he g o t Siah and he g o t Jim. 

Q J u s t answer the q u e s t i o n . D i d n ' t S iah B a r n e t t — 

d i d n ' t Tom B a r n e t t have two w i v e s , an I n d i a n w i f e and a 

c o l o r e d w i f e ? 

A Now, m i s t e r , I d o n ' t know. I d o n ' t know anyth ing 

about t h a t . How many w i v e s he had I d o n ' t know. Some o f 

them had two or t h r e e w i v e s . 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. JONES: 

Q How o l d w e r e you when you f i r s t saw Jackson B a r n e t t , 

how many y e a r s o f a g e ? 

A I c a n ' t r e a d . I am t e l l i n g you I d o n ' t know A, 3 , C. 

Q What i s your b e s t judgment a b o u t i t ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Whether t h r e e or t e n ? 

A W e l l I j u s t c o u n t on from t h e n . You s e e when peace 

d e c l a r e d and we went to B l a c k j a c k I d i d n ' t have anyth ing t o 

work w i t h . When I move up t h e r e t h i s March s e v e n t y - t h r e e 

y e a r s . 
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Q You were a b i g boy when you f i r s t saw Jackson B a r n e t t ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q Who was the o l d e s t , your or J a c k s o n ? 

A I c o u l d n ' t t e l l you a b o u t t h a t , b u t I am s a t i s f i e d 

I am t h e o l d e s t . 

Q Did y o u g e t a c q u a i n t e d w i t h him t h e f i r s t t ime you 

e v e r saw him? 

A We have been a c q u a i n t e d a l o n g s u r e , we w o u l d swim i n 

t h e r i v e r t o g e t h e r . 

Q Where was t h a t you f i r s t met Jackson B a r n e t t ? 

A Why i t was S c i p i o B a r n e t t ' s s t o r e . 

Q Where was t h a t s t o r e l o c a t e d ? 

A ?7est . 

Q Did you know J a c k s o n u n t i l he d i e d ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q What was t h e number o f the s h o e he w o r e ? 

A I d o n ' t know. I c a n ' t t e l l you what k ind o f a s h o e 

he w e a r . 

Q Do you know how t a l l he was? 

A W e l l he was g o o d s i z e man. 

Q F i v e f e e t e i g h t , n i n e or t e n i n c h e s ? 

A I d o n ' t know. I d o n ' t know a n y t h i n g a b o u t t h a t . 

Q What l a n g u a g e d i d he speak when you f i r s t k met him? 

A He s p o k e Creek and he s p e a k l i t t l e E n g l i s h . 

Q A f t e r he m a r r i e d the w h i t e w i f e — 

A I never saw him any more . 

Q Do you know whether he l e a r n e d E n g l i s h or n o t ? 
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A He must , t h a t w h i t e woman g o i n g w i t h him c o u p l e o f 

y e a r s . 

Q When y o u f i r s t saw Jackson B a r n e t t when y o u were b o y s 

w h e r e d i d he l i v e ? 

A S c i p i o B a r n e t t i n t h e Choctaw N a t i o n , about f i v e or 

s i x m i l e s w e s t o f u s . 

Q What i s h i s m o t h e r ' s name? 

A T h l e s o t h l e . 

Q What was h i s d a d d y ' s name? 

A Old Andrew S u l l i v a n . 

Q How do you know he was? 

A They c l a i m e d i t t o b e . S iah B a r n e t t s t a y s w i t h h i s 

nephew, g o i n g t o k i l l o l d Andy. He s t a y s o u t t h e r e w i t h h i s 

u n c l e . 

Q Did you know t h a t o r d i d you hear t h a t ? 

A I know i t . 

Q Did you s e e t h a t o r j u s t hear a b o u t i t ? 

A No, s i r , I know i t . The I n d i a n was awfu l s i c k and 

t h e y d i d n ' t have no Jury , no j u d g e . I f the judge say k i l l 

h im t h e y k i l l him. 

Q What was Andrew S u l l i v a n ? 

A P a r t n i g g e r , b l u e m u l a t t o . 

Q How much e o l o r e d ? 

A I c o u l d n ' t t e l l you t h a t . 

Q Who was i t t o l d y o u he was J a c k s o n ' s f a t h e r ? 

A That woman come t o our house and t h e y u s e d t o v i s i t 

one a n o t h e r . My mammy d a r k . My mammy was p a r t I n d i a n , 

mighty near f u l l b l o o d . 
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Q Do y o u know where J a c k s o n come f r o m , where he was 

horn? 

A Buzzard H i l l . 

Q Where i s t h a t ? 

A On t h e Canadian R i v e r . 

Q W h e r e a b o u t s ? 

A West o f t h e o l d T u c k a b a t c h e e town. 

Q How do you know he was b o r n t h e r e , was you t h e r e ? 

A N o , 1 d i d n ' t t e l l y o u I was t h e r e . 

Q How do y o u know i t ? 

A I am s a t i s f i e d he d i d n ' t come f rom Alabama. 

Q S a t i s f i e d he d i d n ' t come f r o m Alabama? 

A No, s i r . 

Q Did you come f r o m Alabama? 

A I b o r n f o u r m i l e s down h e r e . 

Q Between h e r e and f o u n t a i n B a p t i s t Church? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q You d o n ' t know o f your own k n o w l e d g e where Jackson 

B a r n e t t was b o r n do y o u , o f y o u r own k n o w l e d g e ? 

A Born a t p l a c e Buzzard H i l l . 

Q That was t h e r e p o r t ? 

A I j u s t t o o k t h e p e o p l e ' s w o r d . 

A You d o n ' t know where he was b o r n do y o u ? 

A Buzzard H i l l . He d i d n ' t b o r n Alabama. 

Q How do you know he w a s n ' t ? 

A I know i t . M i s t e r , I d i d n ' t come t o t e l l no l i e . 

Q I know you d i d n ' t . You c o u l d n ' t t e l l o n e i f you 

t o . 
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A I am n i n e t y - t w o y e a r s o l d and I am known a l l o v e r 

t h i s c o u n t r y . I s e r v e d f o r t h e Creek N a t i o n l i g h t - h o r s e 

u n t i l s t a t e h o o d . 

Q You g o by t h e name John C a t ? 

A That i s gust a n i c k n a m e . My r i g h t name i s R o b e r t . 

Q John R o b e r t ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q. You a r e n i n e t y - t w o y e a r s o f a g e ? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

Q A r e y o u e n r o l l e d as a Creek c i t i z e n ? 

A I e n r o l l w i t h t h e f r e e d m e n . 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY ML ANGLIN: 

Q You t e s t i f i e d i n t h e c a s e o f Jimmie B a r n e t t T»S. 

The C a r t e r O i l Company on May 9 , 1 9 3 2 , i n t h e C o u n c i l House 

a t Okmulgee , d i d n ' t y o u ? 

A Who. 

Q You d i d , and on page 4 6 2 o f t h a t r e c o r d d i d n ' t you 

t e s t i f y t o t h i s ? 

A I t e s t i f y . 

Q You t e s t i f i e d , d i d n ' t y o u ; "But y o u r r e c o l l e c t i o n i s 

Tom, S i a h ' s f a t h e r , had an I n d i a n w i f e . » You answered " Y e s , 

s i r . " Why d i d y o u answer i t t h e o t h e r way a w h i l e a g o ? 

A They s a i d what t h e n ? 

Q Why d i d you answer i t t h a t way t h e n ? 

A I d i d n ' t know i t . 

Q "And he had a n e g r o s l a v e ? A Y e s , s i r . " W a s n ' t 
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Wasn ' t that the q u e s t i o n and your answer a t t h a t t ime? 

A No, s i r . 

Q D i d n ' t you t e s t i f y to t h a t ? 

A No, s i r . 

Q And the q u e s t i o n : "Hannah was the name? A Y e s , s i r , 

I d o n ' t know whether she was that Hannah.'* 

A They c l a i m e d an o l d Hannah- a u n t i e , hut that was a 

n i e c e . 

Q They say t h i s t e s t imony was p r o b a b l y taken a t Muskogee, 

b u t you remember t h e time you t e s t i f i e d about Siah and Jim, 

you remember t e s t i f y i n g d o n ' t you i n the Barnes B u i l d i n g i n 

1932? 

A Y e s , I t o l d y o u . This i s what they c l a i m , o l d Hannah. 

Q And you answered my q u e s t i o n : "And he s t o l e some 

c h i l d r e n by the negro s l a v e " and you answered "Yes , s i r .iff 

A Old man Tom B a r n e t t was h a l f - b r e e d . 

Q Did you t e s t i f y t h a t a t t h a t t ime? 

A I d o n ' t remember. 

Q "And he had some c h i l d r e n by the Ind ian w i f e ? A Yes , 

s i r . " 

A That i s what they s a i d . I d o n ' t know none o f them. 

This o l d Hannah Siah B a r n e t t and Jimmie B a r n e t t . I am 

t e l l i n g you no l i e . Just as I am s i t t i n g here I can prove 

o l d Tom Barnet t g o t t h o s e c h i l d r e n by Hannah. 

(Witness e x c u s e d ) 
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